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• Sturtevant Youth Baseball Association’s Facebook Page will be used for all 
league communication 
 

o Official League Standings, Game Schedule and Weather Cancelation will be 
posted to the Sturtevant Youth Baseball Association’s Facebook Page. 
 

o Emails may also be used in addition for Weather Cancelation or other 
important league announcements 

 
o Every attempt will be made to play each game as scheduled.  Many times a 

decision on Weather Cancelation will not be made until 4:00PM 
 

• Home Team Coaches are responsible for reporting the final game score to Jeff 
Peterson after each game.  Please text scores to Jeff @ 262-498-2394. 
 

• All Major league Regular season games will start at 6:00PM on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
 

• 2-hour time limit games unless otherwise noted on the schedule or Facebook.  See 
THE GAME Rule 1) regarding shortened/incomplete/tie score games. 
 

• The role of the coach is to teach youth baseball.  Teaching good sportsmanship and 
developing youth to become responsible citizens through fair play and teamwork is as 
important as developing a winning attitude.  See SYBA COACHES CODE OF 
CONDUCT. 

 

• SYBA Fan Code of Conduct RULE – If any Parent or family member gets ejected 
from the game by the umpire; the associated player of that parent or family member 
will also be ejected from the game.  Exception is if one the three coaches gets ejected 
as a result of defending or representing the actions of the entire team.  Ultimately 
Coaches are responsible for the actions of their team’s fans in attendance. 

 
AGE ELIGIBILITY 

1) Players Age determined by player’s age on August 31 of the current season. 
Regular player’s ages for the Major division are 11 and 12 years old.  If 10 year old 
petitions for placement on a Major team (play up from Minors) they are a rostered 
regular player on that Majors team and loses eligibility to play in the Minors League. 

 
CROSS OVER RULE 
 
1) Any Registered Minors Player may Cross Over to play a game or games with any 

Majors team ONLY IF that Majors team has LESS THAN 9 Rostered players to 
begin a game.  If 9 or more Roster Players are ready for the start of the game, that 
Minors Cross Over player CAN NOT play in that game. 
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2) Should a Majors Game legally start with a Minors Cross Over Player or Players (per 
rule 1) above) and a Rostered Pony player shows AFTER the start of the game; 
that Majors Cross Over Player can continue in the lineup and complete the game.  
The late showing Roster Majors player must bat in the last spot in the lineup (See 
PLAYERs RULE 1) below). 

 
THE TEAM 

1) Teams may start a game with only 7 eligible players.  Those open spots in the Lineup 
will NOT be an automatic out.  If you start with 9 or more players and lose a player to 
injury only, that rostered spot will NOT be an automatic out. 
 

2) Team Bench should be limited to the team's rostered players, three coaches and one 
scorer. 

 

3) Official Team Rosters available upon request. 
 

THE FIELD 

1) Major League Fields will have 70-foot bases and a distance of 50 feet from the back 
corner of home plate to the front of the pitcher’s rubber. 
 

2) All SYBA League Games will use Orange Safety Base at 1st. 
 

a) White base is in fair territory.  The Orange safety base is in foul territory and any 
batted ball that hits the orange base is foul. 
 

b) Orange safety base is only to be used by an offensive player advancing from 
home to 1st on any force play at 1st.  Offensive players should touch the orange 
base and continue through the base into foul territory when advancing from home 
to 1st on any force play. 

 

c) Once a batter or runner reaches or is awarded 1st base, the orange safety base 
is NO longer used.  The runner must use the white base before advancing to 2nd 
or for returning back to 1st base.       

 
PLAYERS 
 
1) All Majors league games will use a continuous batting lineup and all players 

submitted on the lineup card will bat. 
 

2) Late arriving players should not be added to the lineup card until they arrive.  Once 
they arrive the player will be added to the last spot in the lineup, regardless of where 
the team is in the batting order. 
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3) Any player missing his spot in the lineup for any reason will be removed from the 
game, and an out will be charged to the team. 

 

a) Exception, NO OUT is charged for a player being removed from the game due to 
an injury.  Once missing their spot in the lineup, that injured player will NOT be 
allowed to return to the lineup or play defense for the rest of the game. 
 

b) A player mistakenly batting out of order does NOT need to be removed from the 
game but is subject to batting out of order rules. 

 
4) Defensive substitutions are open, but all Minor league players will play a minimum of 

3 defensive innings and must play defensive one of the first two innings.  The only 
reason for a player not playing 3 defensive innings is a) disciplinary b) injury, or c) 
end of game (slaughter rule). 
   

5) In the event that a player is injured, a courtesy runner may run for the injured player.  
This courtesy runner will be the player that made the last recorded out, even if the 
last recorded out was the preceding inning.  Exception, if the last recorded out is the 
pitcher or catcher of the next inning.  Then the next recorded out may be used 

 

6) Defensive substitutions are open and unlimited, but all Majors league players will play 
a minimum of 3 defensive innings and must play defensive one of the first two 
innings.  The only reason for a player not playing 3 defensive innings is a) 
disciplinary b) injury, or c) end of game (slaughter rule). 
 

7) Minors League players crossing over into the Majors League can play anywhere in 
the field except for Pitcher and Catcher and should not receive more play time than 
a rostered Majors player of that team. 
   

8) In the event that a player is injured, a courtesy runner may run for that injured player.  
This courtesy runner will be the player that made the last recorded out, even if the 
last recorded out was the preceding inning.  Exception, if the last recorded out is the 
pitcher or catcher of the next inning.  Then the next recorded out may be used. 

 

PITCHERS 

1) Starting pitchers, once removed from the mound, may return to the mound only 
once.  Relief pitchers, once removed from the mound, may not re-enter as a pitcher. 
 

2) Players cannot pitch more than 12 outs per day.  All batters pitched to after a pitcher 
has reached his maximum will bat over if the opposing manager chooses to do so. 
 

3) Pitchers should not pitch more than two consecutive days, and no more than 36 outs 
per week Sunday to Saturday (make-up games included). 
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4) NO Balks in Majors. A fake pitch is considered a ball and runners cannot advance. 
 

SCORE REPORTING 

1) Home Team Coaches are responsible for reporting the final game score to Jeff 
Peterson after each game.  Please text scores to Jeff @ 262-498-2394. 
 

UMPIRES 

1) Major League Umpires should be at least 14 years old or certified for Major games. 
 

EQUIPMENT 

1) Majors Bats must have a barrel diameter of 2-5/8” or less.  NO 2-3/4” barrel 
diameters allowed.  NO Drop restrictions on Major Bats.  NO Performance Standard 
Stamps restrictions on Majors Bats. 
 

2) All players must wear approved batting helmets at all times while at bat or running 
the bases.  The only exception is if the helmet falls off naturally while running the 
bases.  Players removing their helmet on the bases will be called out at the time of 
infraction.  After a play is over, if a player removes their helmet before leaving the 
field a team warning will be given.  The next violation will be an out. 
 

3) All Rostered Players must wear a matching SYBA issued Uniform Jersey with a 
unique identifying number and Cap.  Legal Cross Over Majors League players (See 
CROSS OVER RULE 1) above) should attempt to wear a similar color shirt or their 
SYBA Minors jersey.  

 
4) Metal spikes are NOT allowed. 

 
5) All male players must wear a protective cup. 

 
THE GAME 

1) A regulation game consists of 7 (seven) innings.  A complete game will be 5 innings 
or 4.5 if the home team is ahead and the game is shortened by weather, darkness. 
 

2) No games should end in a tie.  Games must be completed under any available lights 
or rescheduled to another date and time when the game can be completed. 
 

3) If a regulation game is still tied at the end of 7 complete innings a Designated Runner 
will be automatically placed at second base with no outs to begin each half inning for 
all extra innings played after the 7th.  Similar to the MLB Automatic Runner Rule.  
The Designated Runner will be the last recorded out from the previous inning 
regardless of position played. See Courtesy Runner Rule THE GAME Rule 9). below 
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a) Note the Designated Runner only applies to a complete 7 inning game.  If the 
game is tied at the end of a time limit game (2hrs) with less than 7 innings 
played, normal rules are applied.     

 
4) Players must slide for ALL PLAYS at Home Plate.  If there is NO PLAY at Home Play 

(i.e. the Catcher does not possess the ball) a slide is NOT required. 
 

5) When there is a play at any other base, the runner MAY slide to avoid contact with 
the defensive player.  If the player does NOT slide AND is deemed to be unsafe by 
the umpire, they may be called out. 

 
6) The defensive player may not be in the base path unless he has possession of the 

ball. 
 

7) NO head first sliding allowed at Majors Level. 
 

8) Defensive conferences are limited to one per team per inning. 
 

9) A manager that is losing by 15 or more runs MAY discontinue the game at any time. 
 

10) Courtesy runners are allowed (optional) for the catcher and/or pitcher after two outs 
has been recorded. The courtesy runner is the last recorded out.  When a courtesy 
runner is used for a catcher or pitcher, the player he substituted for must be used as 
the catcher or pitcher in the next inning. 

 
11) All on deck batters must warm up behind the existing batter. 

 
12)  NO FAKE BUNTING.  If a batter fakes a bunt and then swings away, the batter is 

out and the ball is dead. 
 

13)  If a batter squares around to bunt and the pitcher resets, it will be called a ball and 
the ball is dead at this time. 
 

14)  Dropped third strike shall be played as a live ball 
 

15)  Infield fly rule applies. 
 

16)  A runner may attempt to steal after the pitcher has released the ball. A runner is 
not allowed a lead-off. If a runner leaves a base prior to the release of the pitch, the 
runner will be called out and the pitch declared a dead ball.  
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GAME PROTESTS: 

Three Types: 

1) Misinterpretation of a playing rule must be made before the next pitch or, if on the last 
play of the game, before the Umpires leave the playing field. 
 

2) Illegal substitution or re-entry must be made while they are in the game and before 
the Umpire leaves the playing field. 
 

3) Ineligible player protest can be made anytime.  The commission will determine the 
decision of eligibility.  

 
● No protest shall be considered on a decision involving an umpire’s judgment.  

Any umpire’s decision which involves judgment, such as a hit is fair or foul, a 
pitch is a strike or ball or a runner if safe or out is final. 

● Equipment which does not meet specifications must be removed from the game 
and shall not be the basis for protest. 

● The Head Coach of the contesting team is the only person who shall have the 
right to protest a game. 

 

Protest Procedure: 

A. The protesting Coach shall immediately, before any subsequent play begins, 
notify the umpire that the game is being played under protest. 

 

B. Following such notice the umpire shall consult with the associate umpires.  If the 
umpire determines that the decision is in conflict with the rules, the umpire shall 
reverse that decision. 

 

C. If, after consultation, the umpire is convinced that the decision is not in conflict 
with the rules, the umpire shall announce that the game is being played under 
protest. 

 

D. Failure of the umpire to make such an announcement shall not affect the validity 
of the protest.  The Coaches of both teams will then have the umpire sign their 
scorebooks at the point of infraction. 

  



2022 STURTEVANT YOUTH BASEBALL ASSOCIATION RULES & REGULATIONS 

FOR MAJORS LEAGUE – SUMMER BALL 

Last Updated 2/28//22 

 

E. Any protest for any reason whatsoever must be submitted by the Coach, first to 
the umpire on the field at the time of the infraction, and then in writing to a 
League Commissioner within 48 hours.  The umpire-in-chief shall also submit a 
report (verbally or in writing) immediately. 

 

F. After reviewing all reports, the League Commissioner will cast a ruling on the 
protest.  If the protest is validated and the protest upheld the game will be 
resumed from that point when the infraction occurred.  The game will be 
scheduled to be played as soon as possible.  Lineups and batting order should 
remain the same as the originally played game when at all possible. 

 

NON PROTESTABLE VIOLATIONS 
 

A. Non protestable violations are infractions that are in direct conflict with the SYBA 
rules and regulations off the field of play that are not easily identified.  Basically 
any type of cheating, illegal rosters, minimum playing rules, illegal players, illegal 
or doctored equipment, or violations of the SYBA Coaches Code of Conduct 
listed below. 
 

B. Non protestable violations can be brought to the Commissioner’s attention at any 
time.  They do not need to be done during the game, and at the time of the 
violation.  Once notified, the commissioners will be solely responsible to review 
and act upon the non protestable violation request.  The protesting Coach should 
not and will not act upon the non-protest violation from there.     
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SYBA COACHES CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
1) Coaches will conduct themselves in a manner that displays good sportsmanship and 

fair play at all times. 
 

2) Coaches will not use foul language at any time while conducting a game or practice. 
 

3) Coaches will be equally representative of good sportsmanship in winning and losing. 
 

4) Coaches are prohibited from arguing an umpire’s decision and insure that players 
remain under control at all times. 

 
5) Coaches will insure that umpires are aware of any unique league rules that apply. 

 
6) Coaches will make sure that all players treat equipment and uniforms in the proper 

manner. 
 

7) Coaches will know and follow all game rules that apply. 
 

8) Do not take advantage of an unknowledgeable coach by changing the rules. 
 

9) Do not deliberately run up a score on opponents. 
 

10) Coaches are encouraged to give all players a fair chance to participate in games. 
  

11) Game Officials are the umpire-in-chief and one or more field umpires.  It is important 
the umpires, managers, and coaches go over the ground rules before the start of the 
game.  The manager is then responsible for relaying ground rules to the team.  Any 
umpire has the authority to order a player, coach or team attendant to do or refrain 
from doing anything that affects the administration of the rules and to enforce 
prescribed penalties.  Umpire jurisdiction begins upon the umpires arriving at 
the field and ends when the umpires leave the playing field at the conclusion 
of the game.  Any umpire’s decision which involves judgment, such as a hit is fair or 
foul, a pitch is a strike or ball, or a runner if safe or out, is final.  If there is reasonable 
doubt about some decision being in conflict with the rules, the coach or captain may 
ask that the correct ruling be made.  The umpire making the decision may ask 
another umpire for information before making a final decision.  No umpire shall 
interfere with another umpire’s decision unless asked by the one making it. 


